Syphilis in HIV-infected persons.
Since syphilis and HIV infection are associated with each other at a higher rate than expected by chance, all HIV-infected persons and persons with syphilis should be tested for syphilis and vice versa. Because the immunological dysfunction of HIV-infected patients can interfere in clearing of T. pallidum, concomitant infection with T. pallidum requires that maximal doses of appropriate antibiotics be given (Table 2). Although falling nontreponemal titers, especially in early HIV stages, is evidence of adequate treatment, some appropriately treated HIV-infected persons will maintain a high persistent titer. If reinfection is ruled out, they require only one or two retreatments. Because some HIV-infected persons will inappropriately decrease their titer level, only adequate treatment (Table 2) gives the clinician confidence that the patient is cured.